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Lesson 72



The Battle of Khaybar

Al-Wagqidi (d. 207AH) writes:
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In Medina, there were a group of Jews who said to the Muslims, as they
were preparing to set off for Khaybar:

By God, how impenetrable is the fortress of Khaybar! If you were to see
Khaybar and its fortress and its men, you would retreat before reaching it.
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UJ’—‘:"“‘:’UM jd.u\ LL\.\\S\.Ac&J\JquJ.uMU\ c&\jtﬁégw\jcd\,\#\ d)d@uha\.uu}a;
¢ a0l Wil cagn V) ALkl el (e
They have towering fortress in the mountains, and the water is free-flowing.

Khaybar has 1000 men with shields. The tribes of Asad and Ghatafan
(Jewish allies) were protected trhough them. You really think you can

withstand Khaybar?!
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So they revealed this to the companions of the Prophet (s) and the
companions of the Prophet (s) replied:

Verily, God has promised his Prophet (s) the spoils [of Kaybar].
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“Twenty women from Medina joined the Prophet on his expedition...."

These women joined the army as nurses and water-carriers
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The Prophet places Siba“ibn Urfutah al-Ghifari‘as his deputy and sets out
at the end of Safar or the first of Rabi" | with two guides from Ashja’. He
orders the guides to lead them to Khaybar from a western approach so

that the Muslim army prevents any contact between the Jews and
Ghatafan
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The Jews of Medina send a man to Khaybar to inform them that the
Prophet’s troops are few and that they should stand strong; they also send
a man to pretend like a traveler and spread false rumors that the Ghatafan

are already on their way and that Khaybar is invincible, but they sniff him
out as a spy and beat the truth out of him
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The Prophet sends Sa‘d ibn ‘Ubadah to the leader of Ghatafan, ‘Uyaynah
ibn Hisn. He tempts him to abandon the Jews in exchange for a year's
harvest of Khaybar’'s dates. He refuses. Sa‘'d advises a show of bravado to
scare him into deserting as he deserted in Ahzab. It works.
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Narrations state that when the Muslims were marching, they were so
enthusiastic they were shouting at the top of their voices, "Allahu akbar!

Allahu akbar! La ilaha illaLlah!" but the Prophet (s) said:

'O people, be gentle with yourselves. For verily, the One you are calling
out to is not deaf. He can hear you and see you and is nearer to you than
your jugular vein,"
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When the Messenger of God drew near to Khaybar, he said to the people:
“Halt”.

The people halted and he raised his hand towards the sky and said:
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"O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and what they shade, Lord of the seven
earths and what they maintain, Lord of the devils and what they lead astray, |
ask You for the good of this village and the good of what is in it and | seek
refuge with Youfrom its evil and the evil that is in it.
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Al-Mufid (d. 413 AH) in his book Al-Irshdad notes an incident where
someone attempted to assassinate the Prophet (s):
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The Battle of Khaybar

The Prophet (s) besieged Khaybar for more than twenty days. At that time
the standard was held by the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali ibn Abi
Talib (a).

Ali was suffering from pains in his eyes which kept him from the battle (for
a time).

The Muslims military strategy was to attack the Jews in front of their forts
and at the sides.



The Battle of Khaybar

lead ccapall i jaty als o an je oA cagudil o | Bai )5S a8y ) | g o gy 0l (IS Lalé
ol agiali- (pjaleall o gan - Ladald " 20 ) " Al Jlad < Ul aple ) Lo ) J g
Ad i g o gadil Gl asall iy alad (Lnd (g
One day they overcame the gate but they had dug a trench around
themselves. Marhab came out on foot to oppose them in battle. The
Porphet (s) , summoned Abu Bakr and said to him: “Take the standard.” He
took it with a number of the Emigrants and they fought without achieving

anything. He returned vigorously denouncing the people who had
followed him while they were just as vigorously blaming him.
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The next day he gave it to Umar. The latter went a little way with it and then

came back accusing his followers of cowardice while they were also
accusing him of cowardice.
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Al-Hakim Al-Naysapuri (d. 405 AH) in his magnum opus Al-Mustadrak ala
al-Sahihayn:
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Then the Prophet (s) said: “This standard is not for anyone to carry whom they can
accuse of cowardice to me. It is for Ali ibn Abi Talib.

“He has an eye ailment he was told.
"Show him to me and you will show me a man who loves Allah and His Messenger
and whom Allah and His Messenger love. He takes things up in the right way and

he will not flee,” he said.
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They brought Ali ibn Abi Talib (a) leading him to him.
“What is troubling you, Ali?” the Prophet (s) asked him.
“Sore eyes which prevent me from seeing and a pain in my head,” he answered.
“Sit down,” he told him, “and put your head on my thigh."

Ali did that and the Prophet (s) prayed for him. He put some saliva into his hand and
rubbed it on his eye and his head. His eyes opened and the pain in the head which he had
had was eased.
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He said: “Take the standard and set forth with it. Gabriel is with you. Victory is

in front of you and terror is spread into the hearts of the enemy. Be aware, Ali,

that they have found in their Book that the name of the one who will destroy
them is Iliya. When you meet them, say: | am Ali then they will forsake (the

field) if Allah, the Exalted, wishes.”
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Ali (a) reported: | set out with it until | came to the fortress. Marhab came
out. He was wearing a helmet in which a stone had made a hole showing
the white of his head. He was reciting:

Khaybar knows that | am Marhab - the carrier of arms, a hero who has
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| answered:

| am he whom my mother called a lion. Like a lion of the forests, fierce in
strength, With my sword | will make you weigh the weight of an ear torn off.
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We exchanged blows. | came quickly against him and struck him. | cut through (the place

where) the hole (was) in the helmet and through his head so that my sword reached his
teeth. He fell dead.

it is reported that when the Commander of the Faithful said: “| am Ali ibn Abi Talib ,” one
of the rabbis of the people called out to them: “l swear by what was revealed to Moses
that you are defeated.” As a result such terror entered their hearts that they were not able
to bear it.
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When the Commander of the Faithful (a) killed Marhab, those who
had gone out with Marhab withdrew and barred the gate of the fortress to keep
him out. The Commander of the Faithful (a) advanced against it.
He worked on it until he opened it. However, most of the people from the other
side of the trench did not come across against him. Thus did the Commander of
the Faithful (a), capture the gate of the fortress. Then he used it as

a bridge across the trench so that they might go across and conquer the fortress.

They seized booty.
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When they withdrew from the fortress the Commander of the Faithful,

peace be on him, took the gate in his right hand and spread it out many
metres over the ground. It used to take twenty men to lock that gate.



